
 

Granite Chief Wilderness Protection League 

January 23, 2017 

Eli Ilano, Forest Supervisor  
Tahoe National Forest  
631 Coyote Street 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Dear Eli, 

Regarding the proposed Base-to-Base Gondola we request the 
USFS, the project Inter-Disciplinary Team (IDT) and the consul-
tants to carefully address the Endangered Species Act (ESA) is-
sues associated with the Sierra yellow-legged frog (Rana 
sierraa). The applicant’s proposed route would include construc-
tion activities and the permanent placement of material and over-
head equipment in the Designated Critical Habitat of Rana sier-
raa (Subunit 2.D Five Lakes; FR Vol.81, No. 166/ August 26, 
2016). Towers may be located in specific locations of extant pop-
ulations of the yellow-legged frog.  The applicant's proposed 
Alpine Mid-station would be constructed in a confirmed (exist-
ing) Rana sierraa population and would, by definition, harm, ha-
rass and kill yellow-legged frogs during construction and during 
gondola operations, both directly and indirectly. 
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Based on our knowledge of the extant populations and the specif-
ic habitats within the Critical Habitat area it appears that the pro-
posed gondola route would result in several forms of “take” as 
defined in Sec. 3(18) of the ESA. We presume that formal consul-
tation with US Fish and Wildlife will occur (Sec. 7(a)(2)) if this 
proposed route moves forward. For ESA compliance we would 
(further) anticipate that Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives 
(RPA’s) would be fully developed by US Fish and Wildlife, in-
cluding alternatives that can be taken by the Forest Service or by 
the applicant (Sec. 7(b)(3)(A). We hope these considerations are 
included in the IDT discussions as they scope the 2017 biologi-
cal, hydrological, routing and engineering studies. 

We currently understand (and anticipate) that an alternative route 
for the Base-to-Base Gondola that avoids direct “take” conditions 
and avoids adverse impacts to the Congressionally Designated 
Granite Chief Wilderness Area will be fully evaluated in the 
pending EIR/EIS. An alternative route that avoids significant im-
pacts would be the appropriate response to the substantive public 
comments received during the NEPA/CEQA scoping process. We 
commend the Forest Service and Placer County for broadening 
the scope to include a less damaging alternative route. Given the 
Public Trust resources at stake with this proposal (endangered 
species, designated wilderness lands, public trails, etc) a rigorous 
alternatives analysis clearly is in the public’s interest.

We ask that the biological surveys be updated so that all alterna-
tives will have equal scientific bases for impact assessment. We 
request that the Five Lakes, Frog Pond (at the Alpine Mid-sta-
tion) and the numerous frog habitats that extend east of the lakes 
and pond be surveyed this spring. The prior survey was undertak-
en after 4 years of severe drought and does not appropriately rep-
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resent baseline conditions. The snow/precipitation in the project 
area this winter is proving to be substantially different than prior 
years and could  provide valuable insight to the changing weather 
in this area.

To address cumulative effects we reiterate (per our earlier scop-
ing letters) that other non-federal actions planned within and 
around this Critical Habitat Area will need to be addressed in this 
EIR/EIS. The White Wolf Resort development (housing, tennis 
courts, stables, back-country skiing, parking structures, other 
recreational features) would be located within the Subunit 2D 
Designated Critical Habitat. A new chairlift at this resort would 
connect to the gondola. Additionally, the Alpine Meadows Master 
Plan identifies two new chairlifts planned for construction 
through and adjacent to the Subunit 2D Habitat, with direct and 
indirect connections to the proposed gondola. Also, the currently 
“stranded” Caldwell chairlift is planned for completion and oper-
ations, in association with the White Wolf development, the Mas-
ter plan and the gondola. The potential cumulative effects on the 
existing and future Endangered Species Critical Habitat Subunit 
2.D animal populations, associated habitats and habitat require-
ments will require careful and rigorous analyses. Cumulatively 
these various projects would bring large numbers of recreationists 
and associated foreign materials and activities to highly sensitive 
and unique frog habitats. Spring and year-round operations would 
likely cause substantial “take” and could jeopardize the future 
health and survival of the Subunit 2D population. These cumula-
tive effect considerations could benefit the IDT scoping for field 
surveys, population assessments and baseline determinations for 
the 2017 field work.
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Thank you in advance for including these considerations and 
concerns into the NEPA, ESA and CEQA studies. 

We look forward to a project update (for the public) describing 
what the Forest Service and Placer County have determined to be 
the appropriate alternatives for evaluation. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel D. Heagerty

Director, Granite Chief Wilderness Protection League

Copies:

Joanne Roubique, Forest Service, Truckee

Jennifer Montgomery, Placer County Board, Auburn

Heather Beckman, Placer County Planning, Tahoe City

Joe Flannery, Forest Service, Truckee
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